
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Recent decades have brought international tribunals and municipal courts closer together in exercising their judicial 
functions as both apply international law to international or transnational cases more often than ever before. They 
simply cannot remain in the splendid isolation they used to enjoy, and in fact many judicial organs do recognise this 
momentous shift in the relations between international and national adjudications. As the frontiers of international 
and national spheres are becoming blurry, judicial activism reaches beyond the traditional limits and judges resolve to 
be more engaged in administering international law. 
 
International tribunals are an important point of reference. Not only do they resolve particular disputes between 
parties, but they also – if not mainly – interpret and apply a highly uncodified, dispersed, complex, and ambiguous body 
of law, therefore shaping or even creating rules. But domestic judges are the main point of contact as they decide and 
settle numerous cases with the international dimension every year and it has become their routine judicial work. It is 
not uncommon that decisions of international courts and tribunals are referred to and consulted by domestic judges 
as authoritative statements of international norms or assistance in fact determination. There are even certain examples 
or attempts of enforcing international pronouncements through national judicial systems. 
 
Thus, international and domestic judicial institutions have become partners in ‘the common judicial enterprise’. They 
supplement, substitute, assist, and refer to each other while exercising their official functions. Their increasing 
cooperation is both advantageous and indispensable for the international system. Undoubtedly, it serves as a 
contribution factor to the coherence and uniformity of international obligations. Additionally, the net of cooperation 
between judicial departments may be the most effective mechanism of adapting the general rules of international law 
to the modern challenges of the international community. The constant normative communication between national 
and international judges may also be a tool in the development of international law. A tool deprived of politicisation, 
self-interest, and bargaining, but concentrated on the international rule of law. This picture might be somewhat 
idealistic, but at the same time it seems to be the better option. 
 
The presentation will be largely based on a recent publication:  
The International Court of Justice and Municipal Courts. An Inter-Judicial Dialogue (Routledge 2022). 
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Adrian LAI  JP 
Deputy Secretary General and Co-Convenor of the Advisory Board 
Asian Academy of International Law 
 

Barrister 
Des Voeux Chambers 
 

Adrian is a practising barrister, arbitrator, accredited mediator and certified public accountant. He is instructed as 
Counsel in a wide range of civil contentious matters, with particular focuses on arbitration, professional negligence 
and disciplinary matters. He sits as arbitrator – sole arbitrator, co-arbitrator or presiding arbitrator – in 
international commercial arbitrations conducted under various rules including those of HKIAC, CIETAC, ICC and 
UNCITRAL. He is named on the panels of many arbitral bodies. In addition to international commercial 
arbitrations, he has also participated in investor-State arbitrations and State-to-State arbitrations. Adrian is a 
designated national correspondent of China to the UNCITRAL, reporting on the Hong Kong SAR’s implementation 
of the New York Convention and the UNCITRAL Model Law (as adopted in the Arbitration Ordinance). He also sits 
on the Advisory Committee on Promotion of Arbitration of the Department of Justice of the Hong Kong SAR. Adrian 
has keen academic interest in international law, which is beneficial to his handling of cases involving points of 
international law. In his capacity as the Deputy Secretary General of Asian Academy of International Law, Adrian 
participates as an observer in the work of the UNCITRAL Working Group III on Investor-State Dispute Settlement 
Reform. 

 
 

 

 

Oktawian KUC 
Assistant Professor of Law 
University of Warsaw 

Formerly a Legal/Policy Officer at the United Nations Office in Geneva, Dr Kuc holds a position of Assistant 
Professor of Law at the University of Warsaw after graduating from Harvard Law School (LL.M.) and the 
University of Warsaw (Ph.D. in Public International Law, Master of Laws, Master in International Affairs). 
Admitted to the bar in Poland and New York State, he has practised law in international and boutique law firms 
as an In-House Counsel, as well as in the government. Dr Kuc was a Helton Fellow of the American Society of 
International Law and a DAAD Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International 
Law in Heidelberg. Most recently, the Polish National Science Centre awarded him with a research grant for the 
project ‘International Jurisprudence in Domestic Courts’. His latest work is a monograph published in the UK by 
Routledge titled The International Court of Justice and Municipal Courts: An Inter-Judicial Dialogue. 
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