THE FUTURE OF LAW,
SOCIETY, AND JUSTICE

Navigating Transformatlon in-the Age of Technology

R L
/éitj : e '/ ,
[ AT U e T
A ! N il ~-‘~“,' - sty ® 1 =
. ) - (PR - S

-
Anthony Neoh SC JP
Chairman, Asian Academy of International Law
17 January 2026, CUHK 1 M g




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A Roadmap for the Next 50 Years of Legal and Social Evolution
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GEOPOLITICAL &

TECH CONVERGENCE

A multipolar world driven
by Al, biotech, and space
expansion reshapes
global governance.
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®'| Lawyers and judges shift

PROFESSIONAL
EVOLUTION

from routine processing to
strategic oversight and
moral reasoning.

> TRANSFORMATION

° |nternational and domestic
° systems evolve from static
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LEGAL

rules to dynamic,
tech-literate regulation.
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ENDURING
VALUES

Amidst radical change,
human dignity and the core
principles of justice remain
the unshakeable foundation.
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A Multipolar World Emerges

Key Insight: Global governance is fragmenting into
overlapping blocs and parallel institutions.

Key Points

e Restructuring of international order beyond
post-WWII bodies.

e Competition between traditional institutions
(UN, WTO) and regional alliances.

e Driven by technological acceleration, climate
pressures, and power shifts.

e A complex web of overlapping frameworks
offering innovation and challenge.
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FROM CENTRALIZED TO MULTIPOLAR:
THE EVOLUTION OF GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

2025-2075: A TRANSFORMATION OF AUTHORITY
2025 2050 2075

@\ Key Insight: Authority fragments and redistributes, X
= creating a complex web of overlapping frameworks.




THE TECHNOLOGICAL REVOLUTION
RESHAPING EVERYTHING

Seven transformative forces are converging to redefine human civilization
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Quantum

Technologies Computing

Robotics &
Automation

Bioengineering &
Synthetic Biology
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Seven Technologies, One Transformation
An Interconnected Web of Amplification
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These are not separate trends but a unified system
where each technology accelerates the others.




THE TRANSFORMATION OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE

Cognition, Work, Health, and Identity Redefined
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Cognitive Augmentation

Al-enhanced memory and
decision-making.

Labor Evolution

Human-machine collaboration
and automation. .

Bio-Enhancement
Proactive health and extended lifespans.
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Digital Identity

Blurring lines between physical and
virtual selves.




INTERNATIONAL LAW FACES
UNPRECEDENTED CHALLENGES

New Norms for Accountability, Sovereignty, and Rights

Algorithmic
Accountability:

Governing autonomous
Al decisions globally.

Bio-Ethics & Privacy:

Regulating genetic
modification and
human enhancement.

Space Governance:

Defining property rights
and conflict prevention
off-planet.

Digital Sovereignty:

Addressing cyber |
operations that blur
warfare and espionage.
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THE GOVERNANCE DEFICIT: 5

TECHNOLOGY OUTPACING LAW
The Challenge of the Next 50 Years
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TIMELINE (2025-2075)

Key Insight: The speed of innovation creates a vacuum of regulation that defines the legal challenge of the era.
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GLOBAL COURTSIN A
PLURALISTIC JUSTICE SYSTEM

The ICJ and ICC will coexist with
regional courts and specialized
tribunals

¢ MULTIPLICATION & SPECIALIZATION: A shift
from a single unified system to a broader
ecosystem.

e NEW SPECIALIZED BODIES
o Digital Courts for technology disputes
o Climate Tribunals for environmental cases
o Off-planet Arbitration for space conflicts

e THE GOAL: Achieving flexibility and expertise
while ensuring consistent principles.

Clima{e
Tribunals

Off-planet
Arbitration
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DOMESTIC LEGAL SYSTEMS
BECOME ADAPTIVE AND
TECH-LITERATE

Dynamic Regulation & Algorithmic
Complexity

e Dynamic Regulation: Shifting from static N ) i ~ |
laws to real-time, Al-monitored rule 7 N A ) |
adjustments. \ &

e Complex Adjudication: Courts handling Al
liability, neuro-rights, and digital evidence.

e New Rights: Emerging protections for
cognitive liberty, algorithmic fairness, and
genetic privacy.

e Tech-Literacy: Legal practice requiring deep Lot . NN 3
understanding of code and data. N ¢ S it N,
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Judges Evolve as Guardians of
Legitimacy and Moral Reasoning

Human Oversight in an Algorithmic Age

« Supervisors of Al
Shifting from primary fact-finders to
overseers of algorithmic analysis. p——
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. . Interpreters of Evidence s
- Evaluating complex machine-generated
proof and bias.

*- Guardians of Fairness
Ensuring technology serves justice, not
replaces it.

- Moral Reasoning
_ Synthesizing machine insights with human
- @ L ethics and community values.
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Lawyers Transform from Document
Producers to Strategic Interpreters

Technical Literacy, Ethical Reasoning, and Persuasion as Core Practice

e Strategic Oversight ¢ The New Translator e Human-Centric Skills * Tech Literacy
Shift from routine Interpreting machine logic Persuasion, negotiation, Mastery of Al, biotech,
document production to for human decision- and ethical judgment and quantum concepts is
high-level strategy. makers. become paramount. essential.
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INTERNATIONAL
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